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SUBJECT: HIGH ILO OFFICIAL TO BRIEF ASEAN LABOR MINISTERS 
REF: GENEVA 3832 

1 . FROM MY DISCUSSIONS SO FAR IN MY MIDDLE EAST VISITS MY 
ESTIMATE IS THAT THERE IS CHANCE OF AVOIDING FORMAL CONFERENCE 
ACTION PRESSURE FOR REITERATING 1974 ISRAELI RESOLUTION THROUGH 
RESPONSIBLE ARAB COUNTRY INTERVENTION IN ARAB REPRESENTATIVE 
MEETING SCHEDULED MAY 30. POSSIBLE THAT ARTICLE 17 AMENDMENT 
ALSO MAY NOT BE OPPOSED ALTHOUGH SPECIFIC CHANGES MAY BE 
GREATER THAN WE COULD AGREE TO. THIS SHOULD BECOME MORE CLEAR 
IN MEETINGS I EXPECT TO HAVE WITH REPRESENTATIVES SEVERAL 

ARAB COUNTRIES PRIOR TO MAY 30 MEETING. THESE DISCUSSIONS 
WOULD INCLUDE SUPPORT FOR ASSIGNMENT ARTICLE 17 AMENDMENT TO 
STANDING ORDERS COMMITTEE. 

2. AS SEVERAL ASIAN COUNTRIES, INCLUDING SRI LANKA. HAD 
INFORMED ME DURING MARCH GOVERNING BODY SESSION THAT THEY 
AGREED WITH OBJECTIVE OF ARTICLE 17 AMENDMENT BUT WISHED TO 
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DISCUSS SPECIFIC WORDING, I HAD AGREED TO INFORMAL MEETINGS 
DURING WEEK OF MAY 23. UNDER CIRCUMSTANCES, IT WOULD BE 
UNFORTUNATE IF FORTIN GAVE IMPRESSION THAT HE IS PESSIMISTIC 
ABOUT CHANCES OF AVOIDING ANTI-ISRAELI REITERATION OR CHANCES 
FOR ARTICLE 17 AMENDMENT. 

ANDERSON 
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